
  

October 2009 
Beloved friends, 

 

My absolute favorite date on the church calendar is the feast day of St. Michael and 

All Angels, which falls on September 29. It’s such a favorite that I accidentally celebrated it a 

month early, selecting “Ye watchers and ye holy ones” as the closing hymn for the last 

Sunday in August. I am sorry to report that, despite my fondness for the scriptural references 

to war in heaven and Jacob’s ladder, there were absolutely no angelic messengers 

accompanying me when I lost consciousness in the airport security area in mid-September, as 

I was on my way to Salt Lake City. The only “angels and ministers” were of the uniformed 

security sort – the police officer who figured out my cell phone contacts to get the right 

people informed, the EMTs who whisked me off to Deaconess Hospital, the hospital staff, 

who were heard whispering in the corridor, “She’s not like a real patient.” The good news is 

that I’ve had my brain and my heart subjected to rigorous examination, and the results are 

very healthy. The not-so-good news is, in addition to missing out on the gathering with my 

husband George’s family in Salt Lake, I will not be allowed to drive for the next six months. 

Carol will have a sign-up sheet in the office for transportation opportunities. Fortunately, I 

live rather close to my job! And fortunately the weather continues to offer inducement to 

taking time for long walks. 

 In rural England, the season marked by St. Michael’s Day, Michaelmas, was applied 

to the term of the school year that followed the harvest. It also marked the season when 

landlords would assess rents based on the income from crops. The Eucharistic reading for the 

day includes the story from Genesis of Jacob’s vision of angels, a story that finds Jacob on 

the run from his brother who has (with some justification) pledged to murder him, on the 

border between the land of his birth and the wilderness, dreaming a dream of angels 

ascending and descending to the throne of God. Upon awakening, Jacob is filled with awe 

and gratitude for this obvious sign of God’s concern for him, and pledges in response that he 

will offer one tenth of all he has to the living God. The story reminds us that all we offer to 

God is a response born of gratitude, of being overwhelmed by the amazing gift of God’s 

presence and God’s invitation to us through Christ to step into the holy of holies. In this 

Michaelmas season, as we examine our own resources, and as each of us is invited into that 

angelic vision of God’s presence, we are asked if we, too, can make that astounding promise 

to offer to the throne of the living God a portion of all that we have, a sign that we, too, know 

we are in the fellowship of angels and archangels and all the company of heaven. 

 . 

 

In Peace, 
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The people The people The people The people     
of St. James are a of St. James are a of St. James are a of St. James are a 
community of faith community of faith community of faith community of faith 
rooted in God’s rooted in God’s rooted in God’s rooted in God’s 
unconditional love,unconditional love,unconditional love,unconditional love,    
seeking to express seeking to express seeking to express seeking to express 
that love to that love to that love to that love to     
one another, one another, one another, one another,     
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the world. the world. the world. the world.     

 

Deadline forDeadline forDeadline forDeadline for    
November  issue November  issue November  issue November  issue     
October 15thOctober 15thOctober 15thOctober 15th    



2 

RectorRectorRectorRector    
Mary Beth Rivetti 432-1807 

DeaconsDeaconsDeaconsDeacons                            
Theodore Nitz       334-1755 
Wilhelmina “Toni” Sarai-Clark 
  882-9255 

Senior WardenSenior WardenSenior WardenSenior Warden    
Sharon Nitz 334-1755 

Junior Warden Junior Warden Junior Warden Junior Warden     
Fritz Hughes         332-4487 

Vestry MembersVestry MembersVestry MembersVestry Members        

*3-year terms 
*Fritz Hughes ‘12 332-4487 
*Chris Stone  ‘11 332-4536 
Dianne Lowe ‘11  592-0349 
Eric Pratt ‘11    592-5167 
Margaret Rehberg ‘10 
 872- 0104 
*Stephan Flores ’10 882-6508   
Sharon Nitz ‘10 334-1755 
Sara Schofield ‘10  
 315-382-1129 
John Brewer ‘10 332-3788 

Clerk:  
Stephan Flores 882-6508 

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer    
Dean Ritchie 334-3132 

    
Campus MinistryCampus MinistryCampus MinistryCampus Ministry    
Phil Mixter      334-5384 
Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education    
Julie McCoy       334-6046 

Senior HighSenior HighSenior HighSenior High    
Alison Mixter        334-5384 
Bridget Mathison    332-0803 

Altar Guild DirectorAltar Guild DirectorAltar Guild DirectorAltar Guild Director    
Linda Adams           882-0989 

ECW CoECW CoECW CoECW Co----ChairsChairsChairsChairs    
Sue Johnson       332-1375 
Margaret Rehberg   872-0104 

Men’s BreakfastMen’s BreakfastMen’s BreakfastMen’s Breakfast    
Dean Ritchie           334-3132 
Phil Mixter      334-5384 

Building & GroundsBuilding & GroundsBuilding & GroundsBuilding & Grounds    
Fritz Hughes           332-4487 

Outreach/Social JusticeOutreach/Social JusticeOutreach/Social JusticeOutreach/Social Justice    
Nancy Collins-Warner 

 334-4688 

Pastoral CarePastoral CarePastoral CarePastoral Care    
Carol Porter       334-7458 

Parish AssistantParish AssistantParish AssistantParish Assistant 
Carol Porter       332-1742 
stjamespullman@verizon.net 

 

VESTRY DIGEST 

 

At its meeting of September 8, the Vestry of St. James had two items for discussion. The ves-

try 

• Approved the plan presented by John Brewer and Nancy Collins-Warner for the 

Annual Pledge Campaign 

•  Invitations will be mailed out to attend specific cottage meetings 

throughout the month of October, with participants invited to provide 

desserts, freeing the hosts to provide coffee and tea 

•  Pledge Campaign will begin on October 4, with a special presenta-

tion by John Brewer. Campaign will be completed on November 15 with 

a special ingathering at a single 9am service followed by brunch hosted 

for the parish by the vestry. 

 

• Interviewed and unanimously voted to nominate Dianne Lowe to Bishop 

Waggoner as a postulant for ordination to the diaconate.  

•  Dianne has been working with a discernment committee in the par-

ish to clarify her sense of call. The report of the committee was pre-

sented in the last issue of the Tower, and was also reviewed by the ves-

try 

•  Nomination for postulancy includes a commitment on the part of the 

vestry, in the name of the church, to support Dianne both with financial 

backing and with fellowship as she now is presented to the Bishop and 

Commission on Ministry for a season of discernment (called postulancy) 

with the broader church 

The next meeting of the Vestry will be on Tuesday, October 13, at 7pm. Minutes are posted 

in the office once they have been approved by the vestry. 

Alert! October is Stewardship Month! 

 

 

Kickoff for the annual Stewardship Campaign for St. James is October 4th. Pledge 

packets will be available that morning. At this time we take a few moments to reflect 

on our church, especially what we want to be. We also think about how each of us 

can contribute time, talent, and financial resources to keep our church a vital, dy-

namic community. As in past years, we would like every member and friend of the 

St. James community to attend a “cottage meeting.” These small groups of about ten 

people will be scheduled throughout October as a way for all of us, in a comfortable, 

casual setting to share our thoughts about where St. James has brought us and where 

we would like to go in the future. Look in your mailbox for an invitation to a specific 

session. If the suggested group does not fit your schedule, feel free to contact the 

host of a different group, whose scheduled time might be better for you. We ask 

every guest to bring a dessert, and hosts will provide suitable beverages. We ask 

every member and friend of St. James to make a firm and generous pledge for the 

year 2010. Pledged funds are the basis for preparation of the annual budget for St. 

James. Remember that the program of the Church depends upon the resources pro-

vided by her members and Friends. 

 

--John T. Brewer, for the Vestry 
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Campus Ministry News 

 

  As we move further into the academic year on our campuses, our outreach to students continues. New students 

are taking positions at St. James and joining parish activities. We continue to welcome them into our parish fam-

ily. Our Wednesday night program INSPIRE continues (5 PM at the KHouse, 720 NE Thatuna). This semester, 

we are focused on tough questions that confront those working to be authentic Christians each day, not just some-

one different in church.  St. James can support our outreach to students by preparing a dinner for students.  Con-

tact Phil Mixter for more information.  During the weekend of October 2-4, young adults will gather at Camp 

Cross for a young-adult weekend retreat. Scholarships are available and carpools are forming, so contact Phil 

Mixter for more information.  This weekend will be a great opportunity to enjoy the autumn splendor at Camp 

Cross. Another retreat will be October 24-26 when students venture to the Monastery of St. Gertrude near Cotton-

wood, Idaho. 

On a related campus ministry topic, the Common Ministry at WSU is working on developing a strategic plan for 

the near future. Changes in each supporting denomination have begun to change the way this ecumenical venture 

is funded by its covenant churches. Some changes have begun, while others are slated for the next few years. Cur-

rent Common Ministry Council President (and St. James parishioner) Sue Durrant and others are working to ex-

amine new possibilities for this ministry to the WSU community. St. James’ has been a constant supporter of the 

Common Ministry. Look for updates throughout the year ahead as the Common Ministry charts its future. 

 

Camp Cross News 

Many from St. James enjoyed the Labor Day Family Camp at Camp Cross (www.campcross.org).  A few events 

at the end of the season take place in October. As noted elsewhere, October 2-4 is the young adult retreat week-

end at Camp Cross. This weekend is designed for those under 30 years of age. During the weekend of October 9-

11, Camp Cross will use volunteers to close the camp for the impending winter. This weekend is part service 

work and part fellowship in the autumn weather of cool days and changing leaves. Give back to Camp Cross by 

helping close the camp after another successful season. 

 
Losses of our Lives Retreat 

 

November 13 -15, St. Gertrude’s Spirit Center, Cottonwood, Idaho 

Friday, 7:30 pm – Sunday, 1:30 pm 

From birth until we take our last breath, life continually presents us with unwanted losses.  We’ll explore aware-

ness of the myriad ways we face loss daily, a posture of responding to loss without holding to tightly, and how we 

experience the sacred of loss. 

Presenter: Nancy Copeland-Payton is a Presbyterian pastor and former hospital chaplain. She also practiced medi-

cine as a physician for 20 years, working in inner cities of the United States and abroad. Today she is a spiritual 

director, retreat leader, speaker and writer. Her book, “The Losses of Our Lives: The Sacred Gifts of Renewal in 

Everyday Loss,” will be released in fall, 2009, from Skylight Paths Publishing. 

 

Note: I have been a retreatant at St. Gertrude’s for more than 20 years; it is a place of deep peace, readily invit-

ing centering and “going within”.  The beautiful new Spirit Center was designed to accommodate the individual 

and group needs of visitors to the Monastery.  One can participate in the daily liturgy of Praying the Psalms, or 

not, as one chooses, and one certainly does not need to be Catholic to be welcomed and included by the Hospital-

ity of the Benedictine sisters for whom St. Gertrude’s is home.  Good, wholesome and abundant food is part of 

their ministry, as is an environment of continuous prayer.  I wholeheartedly encourage individual visits for “quiet 

time”, as well as topical retreats, such as this one, that might serve your interests and needs. 

Nancy Collins-Warner 
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From the Senior Warden  

 
 

Every year September is a challenging month for me. The 

relaxed routine of summer gives way to the more struc-

tured calendar of the school year and the month speeds by 

leaving me feeling out of control with the changes and 

additional commitments of a new school year. Sound fa-

miliar?  If so, as the October page turns on the calendar 

we have a new opportunity to get day to day events under 

control. One of the events to put in ink on your calendar 

this next month is the St James Stewardship cottage meet-

ings! 

 

You will receive an invitation to a cottage meeting from a 

host family.  I hope you will be able to attend.  Vestry 

members will be at each meeting to answer questions, to 

hear your concerns and your ideas.  This time of year, just 

3 months before the New Year, the vestry needs your in-

put in order to set goals and prepare a budget for next 

year.  I encourage every one of you to attend a cottage 

meeting, either the one you are invited to or any meeting 

that fits on your calendar.  Bring your ideas, your frustra-

tions, and your enthusiasm to help your leadership make 

this next year an exceptional one for our parish in out-

reach, in education, in spiritual growth. 

 

During October, put St James on your prayer list that our 

parish will be filled “with joy and boldness to preach the 

gospel” as we set our goals for the New Year. 

 

 

Peace in Christ  

Sharon 

Senior Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prayer list 
 

 Fighting Cancer: 

Ellen 

Jenni 

Ronda 

Jack 

 Fighting other Illnesses: 

Christian– Perthes Disease 

Lorri P.– MS 

Jeri-MS 

Sean– Mental Illness 

Daniel & Parents– Schizophrenia 

Bradley– Healing 

Bruce– Healing 

Ted– Healing 

Helen– Healing 

Gail- MS 

Robbie– MS 

Janice 

Dale 

Demy 

Mary 

Mike 

Vicki & Zhen Min 

Eileen 

Rodney F 

Vicki 

John B 

Father Ed 

Virginia 

Lulu & baby Lourdes 

Jerri 

Tori 

Robert & Children 

Jo 

Felicia 

Monte 

Ardith 

Special prayers: 

Henry & Claire– Life transition 

Lib– Life transition 

Liz 

For those who have died 

Edwin 

Dian  

Marion 

John C. 

Terry 

John Shepard 

George 



5 

WWWWorshiporshiporshiporship                        
 

Morning Prayer continues on Wednesdays at 

8:30  

 

Commissioning of Ministries—Over the next sev-

eral weeks, we will be arranging commissioning of 

those who participate in worship—from ushers, 

readers, Eucharistic ministers, acolytes, musicians, 

preachers, altar guild. This is a way for the congre-

gation to raise up prayerfully those who volunteer 

their time to lead us in worship.  

The People of St. JamesThe People of St. JamesThe People of St. JamesThe People of St. James        
 

In July we had another successful rummage sale. It is remarkable what a 

parish of committed and loving members can do. If we had had a worship  

service on either Friday evening or Saturday morning at the start of the 

set up, it would have been the two best attended services of the year. This 

crowd wasn’t the Easter and Christmas "attendees," they were all of the 

parish helping to make this year's sale a success. All their hard work paid 

off. With the presorting of the clothes by Carol, Gail and Sue, we had the 

freedom to continue accepting donations as late as Thursday morning. They 

could be added in at the appropriate table or area, be priced and ready for 

the opening. Our rummage sale is a tremendous service to our Pullman  

community. It allows the recycling of useable goods to those less  

fortunate. It keeps those useable materials out of the land fill. It helps 

local charities and fund some church projects. 

On to 100 years! 

  

Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education   

 
Our classes and groups have gotten off to a great start this fall.  We 

had our first Sunday school for the Kindergarten – 5th grade this past 

Sunday as well as the first official high school and nursery group 

meetings.  Our middle school group, God’s Bunch has a new meet-

ing time, the second Thursday of the month from 7-9pm.  We are 

looking at scheduling a meeting time for them on Sunday mornings 

and are in search of a teacher/leader for the 9:00 hour. 

 

Speaking of the middle school group, we are planning a makeover of 

their room (a small nook off of the choir room), and are looking for 

some used furniture to make it cozier. If you have a sofa, couch or 

any cushy chairs you want to be rid of, think of us! 

 

Some upcoming events to remember: 

 

October 4: St. Francis Day- we are planning a special service to 

honor our furry, feathered, or scaled friends and take home treats for 

them, too! For more information, watch your church bulletin or call 

the church office. 

 

October 25: Pumpkin Festival- during coffee hour after church we 

will have a contest involving everything pumpkin. If you have a fa-

vorite pumpkin recipe or like to decorate/carve them, this is the festi-

val for you!  Bring your pumpkin goodies or art to church and prizes 

will be awarded. 

 

Thanks to all the wonderful teachers and volunteers who make our 

program special! 

 

Julie McCoy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Convention Volunteer Opportunities 

 

Do you want to lend a hand at the upcoming Diocesan 

Convention? Volunteers are needed in the following 

areas: 

Registration check-in— 

 Friday October 16 -9:30am to 3pm 

 Saturday October 17- 8 to 10am 

 

Exhibit assistants—various shifts throughout the 

weekend 

Let Carol Porter know in the office of your interest. 
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Celebrate Halloween with St. James on Sunday October 25th! 
 

Children are invited to wear their costumes to church and “trick-or-treat” through the congregation, col-

lecting money for the Heifer Project.  Everyone, bring your loose change! 

Pumpkin-themed Baking contest!  Got a great recipe with pumpkin as an ingredient?  Bring it on--the con-

gregation will taste them during coffee hour and vote on a winner.  Yum!  

Pumpkin Decorating Contest!  All interested participants should bring a decorated pumpkin to church for 

a contest with lots of prizes.  Want to decorate for Halloween without the mess?  Buy one of these 

decorated pumpkins at our auction (those too attached to their pumpkins are welcome to keep them).  

Proceeds go to Christian Ed.  Age groups are as follows: 

 

--0-Kindergarten 

--Grade 1-Grade 6 

--Grade 7-Grade 12 

--Adult 

 
 
 
 
 
Musicians and Friends in the Clearwater Deanery  
 

All are invited to help and participate in the Sunday Eucharist at the 45th Annual Diocesan Convention on 

Sunday, October 18, 2009 at 11 am in Lewiston, ID at the Red Lion Inn . We look forward to having a dean-

ery choir to lead the sung worship at the Sunday closing service. Many of the pieces are familiar but we will 

have the opportunity to offer our own special anthem during Eucharist.  

Music titles and copies will be sent as needed. We do wish to have four parts at time so all are welcome.  

There will be a rehearsal the week before convention for those who can make it to Lewiston. The rehearsal 

will be on Saturday, October 10, at 10 am at the Church of the Nativity, 731 8th Street in Lewiston.  

If you cannot join us then, please know you are still welcome and we will have a warm up and rehearsal on 

Sunday morning an hour before the Eucharist at the Red Lion.  

Instrumentalists wishing to participate, please contact Judy Croskey at jgcroskey@roadrunner.com or by 

calling 509.332.1881.  
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Advent Festival 
 

November 22, 4:00pm 

 

Last year’s festival was a lovely night of arts & crafts and a delicious soup dinner. 

We would like someone from each ministry (i.e. pastoral care, outreach, etc.) to 

create a holiday related craft or art project for people to work on this evening 

and take home in time for advent. 

 

Advent wreath bases and candles will be available to purchase prior to November 22. Evergreens and other mate-

rials for embellishing wreaths will be available at the festival. 

 

Dinner will be potluck soups, salads and desserts.  A sign up sheet will be in the Parish Hall in the weeks before 

the festival. 

 
Herb Garden Reflections 

 

Each year, since Chris and I began working in the Herb Bed at the south side of the church, I have thought what a great metaphor it is 

for spiritual life – mine, at least!  We began with a setting that can only be described as “hostile” to flourishing plant life.  The bed was 

created out of old fill dirt, no organic matter.  It is under the overhang of the roof, so it receives very little moisture.  And it bakes be-

hind a rock wall, next to the heat mass of macadam parking lot.  Whew! 

 

We consulted a friend whose gardens always grow beautifully, who is optimistic and enthusiastic about any planting endeavor, and 

who knows which plants can survive anything.  We hoped to include some traditional herbs from the Bible, if they would grow, but 

mostly we wanted her suggestions for what might endure, and provide some verdure, in this challenging bed. 

 

She suggested hyssop, which has done beautifully (the two tall plants on each side of lovely river rock memorial to “Bene”).  She also 

recommended some varieties of sage, a few of which have made it through several seasons. Thyme and rockrose which we planted “bit 

the dust” – either through summer heat stress or winter cold.  And lavender…the lavender have been happy, prolific, and are now seed-

ing themselves in other places, even if the “mother plant” has started to look at bit ratty. 

 

The weeds always do as well as the intentional plants: bind weed, that ubiquitous plant of the Palouse; milk weed; an odd little ground-

cover type weed that greens up in early spring then dies into bruise-purple for lack of water.  As I pull the weeds, again and again, I 

think about sin, and how persistent and pervasive are my own character faults and bad habits.  They continue to grow up around the 

“lovely plants” I nurture and cultivate.  I have learned much about forgiveness as I work in that herb bed, starting with myself. 

 

Then there is water, that essential, life-giving blessing that keeps the herb bed, and us, alive.  Chris put in a little drip-irrigation system, 

so each plant has an emitter which slowly trickles moisture right to its center.  This gentle application is essential in such a setting, as a 

rapid dousing just runs right off the top, down into the parking lot!  Getting water to, encouraging the growth, the furthest reaches, of 

the root systems, is critical. I reflect on the nature of God’s grace, dripping into my own poor soil, gradually seeping down through 

dark to life-giving roots. 

 

Faith, persistence and discipline have been key to caring for the Herb Bed: belief that something can survive and grow there; tending it 

over the years; going to the church regularly to do seasonal weeding, watering and replanting if need be.  When I think about it, very 

little is required of us to keep it going.  Its well-being is not just a function of our cultivation, but of the dependable life-process: sun, 

water, earth, and plant-DNA.  So it is with my own spiritual well-being: trusting goodness will grow; receiving God’s tending mercies 

(especially as expressed through friends); and knowing I must be regular in prayer, worship, and practice, expressions of my willing-

ness to keep spirit alive. 

 

Nancy Collins-Warner 
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Return Service Requested 

 
“We are no longer strangers and sojourners but fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God.” 

Oct. 4 Outreach/Social Justice after 10am worship 

 Pre-Convention Deanery Meeting in Lewiston 1pm 

  Blessing of the Animals 4pm 

Oct. 7 Women of St. James Fellowship 11:00am Lunch 12pm—Bishop Place 

Oct 11 Buildings & Grounds after  10am worship 

Oct. 16 Lunch Bunch  Old European 12pm  

Oct. 17 Mom’s Group 9am-12pm 

Oct 16-18 Diocesan Convention in Lewiston The Church of the Nativity  

Oct. 25  Pumpkin Festival after 10am worship  

Nov. 4 Women of St. James Fellowship 11:00am Lunch 12pm 

Nov. 8 Outreach/Social Justice after 10am worship 

Nov. 14 Integrity 11am to 1:30pm 

Nov 15 Ingathering  single service at 9am 

Nov 20 Lunch Bunch  12pm  

Nov. 22 Advent  Festival 4pm 

Nov. 26 9am Holy Eucharist  Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Feast  1pm 
 

*Men’s Breakfast– Every Tuesday 6:30-8 at Tam’s Restaurant  

*Morning Prayer—Every Wednesday at 8:30 in the Sanctuary 

*Inspire! Food, Fellowship, Worship at the K-House every Wednesday from 5-7pm 

 


