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Beloved friends,

In the rush of preparations and juggled obligations in early September, I fielded a call
from a woman wanting tour St. James sometime in the middle of the month. God’s good
grace provided me the fleeting presence of mind to welcome her call, and to arrange a time
when we might meet. If [ managed airport shuttling and pastoral calls just right we could
cross paths at exactly the right moment.

It was a close call. Our parish assistant Carol Porter, and our senior warden, Fritz
Hughes, had already begun giving the tour to Sharon and Bill Emel by the time I arrived on
September 15. The Emels were visiting from their home in Cary, North Carolina, traveling
around the country to mark their 50th wedding anniversary—which is what brought them to

The people St. James. Of course we began in the parish hall, which 50 years ago would have been the
church’s nave and sanctuary. We explained how the center panel of the reredos had become a
of St Jam es are. a solid blue panel, different from their fading photographs of that festive day. They visited the
community of faith Canterbury Room—which had not yet been built when they were married by Fr. Duncan
rooted i McCoﬁtﬂ%lﬁ" I8n of course the grand tour of our “new” sanctuary and the expanded
unconditional love, narthex a}rlld blaptifiteliy, comli)llete}cll ind1999 W}ilth tlzle sup%plcirt and labo}r1 01% the };zieople of St.
. James. They loved placing their hands into the sides of the cross at the front door as Fr.
seeklng to express Armand La}r]ive hadpintenc%ed. And stood breathlessly in front of the altar, amazed at its
that love to intricate carvings, fascinated by the stories of how it was carried through the dismantled
one another, window of the rectory basement to its place in the church.
: As we stood before that altar in prayer, [ pronounced again the wedding blessing, and
2l nelghbors and we reflected on the last fifty years—their studies at Washington State, their life together, the
the world. loss of their grown son to heart failure a few years ago, their own health challenges, the joys
of their surviving children and grandchildren. And then they said they had a problem. It
seems their parents had neglected to pay the ECW for their wedding reception (held
downstairs in what is now the Bears/Eagles classroom) and they needed to make it right.
Though I insisted it was not necessary, it very obviously was, as they handed me a check for
$3000.00. Their travels around the Northwest meant they had to leave, and that was our visit.
Of course my first reaction was to suggest that we have a new standard for defraying
the costs of wedding receptions. But my serious reaction was to speak to Sue Johnson and
Gail McCoy, our ECW co-chairs, and Dianne Lowe, ECW Treasurer, to talk about how such
a meaningful and costly donation would further their mission. The membership of the ECW/
Women of St. James will be meeting on Wednesday at noon to talk about next year’s budget,

and probably how that gift of $3000 will be spent. Lights in the parish hall perhaps? Or

Deadline for maybe a scholarship or student loan fund? You can call Sue or Gail, or email the office with
Nov. issue your input if you can’t be at the meeting.
In this month of October we as a parish are invited to make our own prayerful and
Oct. 15th costly promises to support the mission of St. James providing for over 150 years a gathering

place of worship and discipleship training and a hub of outreach to a hungry and broken
world. Our stewardship co-chairs Sandra Ristow and Jim Reece, have already written to the
membership of our congregation inviting your pledges. In this issue of the Tower they outline
their activities for the month. Like Sharon and Bill, let us take time for reflecting on our lives,
on our sorrows and joys, our successes and failures. And in gratitude for what we have

received, let us give back as generously as we are able, so that others may share in the good
news of God’s love that has graced our lives and filled us with hope.
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VESTRY DIGEST

At its meeting on September 12, the Vestry met first for a picnic dinner hosted by
Sandra Ristow in honor of Fr. Irnel Duveaux, who was visiting from the Diocese of
Haiti. Vestry then re-convened at the church for its regularly scheduled meeting.

Vestry spent the bulk of its time discussing the details of how parking funds would
be allocated, and how individuals and groups would be encouraged to apply to use
those funds. Reminding all members that the vestry agreed, and the parish sup-
ported this agreement in its adoption of the budget, that money raised from parking
this year would go to reducing the amount we have to dip into our reserves, and that
thus there would be no special fund-raising parking projects. Particular concern was
expressed at how or whether the parish can support some of the traditional outreach
projects that have benefited from parking, such as Christmas for Kids.

It was agreed that funds collected so far would be allocated as follows: 10% to in-

frastructure support; 45% to ministry expenses; 45% to outreach expenses. Access

to those funds would come directly to the vestry; written requests preferred. A gen-
eral email to the parish was sent out by Todd Butler explaining that procedure, and
inviting more volunteers to assist with parking on the remaining parking dates.

The need for moving forward with a plan for a new Christian Education Coordina-
tor, coupled with more attention to program in the nursery was raised.

Consideration and discussion of vestry gifts honoring service, as well as some sort
of living memorial for Julie McCoy were discussed.

Conversations are beginning regarding long-term capital financing and future plan-
ning for a capital campaign.

The next meeting of the vestry will be Tuesday, October 11, at 7pm in the Canter-
bury Room.

News about our Candidate

Dianne Lowe and her cohort of candidates for ordination to the diaconate, Robert
Runkle of St. Luke’s in Coeur d’Alene, and Elaine Pitzer from St. Stephen’s in Spo-
kane, met at the Diocesan House in Spokane over the weekend of September 16-18
for their quarterly formation program. The cohort, which has chosen the name The
Order of St. Bede, met under the leadership of the Ven. Ted Nitz, with instruction
from the Rev. Mary Beth Rivetti, to explore the study of scripture. The team will
provide an exegetical analysis of a passage of scripture prior to their next meeting in
November.




Comings and Goings, with Gratitude

Sitting in the early light, attending sunrise from the “poet’s hut/fisherman’s shack™ above the Clearwater
River where Chris and I are gratefully making our retirement home, I reflect on the first two weeks of Sep-
tember at St. James, memorable by any measure. First we lost our beloved friend, Julie McCoy, and were
pushed into the darkness of loss, preparation for her service and welcoming hundreds to honor her life with
the uplifting Burial Eucharist. Then we welcomed Father Irnel Duveaux from Cazale, Haiti, parish priest and
director of St. Andre’s school, which we have supported the past few years.

These occasions are linked for me, not only by the hospitality offered, but because I know the commitment
Julie had to mission - she lived from a place of deep caring for those in the world who suffer, and encour-
aged those of us who helped with Christian Education to make that part of what we explored with the chil-
dren of St. James. Our congregation, and the community, responded to these experiences of welcoming and
bidding farewell with generosity of spirit and extraordinary effort.

More than fifty people contributed food, goodwill and time to create a beautiful reception after Julie’s ser-
vice. I must especially mention with gratitude:

Phil and Penny Taylor Fritz and Mary Hughes

Sandra Ristow Kathleen Smith-Meadows
Carol Porter Claudia Wohlfeil

Catherine Ritchie Linda Adams

Sharon Nitz Cindy Nazerali

Lori Weber Ann Parks

Sue Johnson The Women of St. James/ECW

That several of these individuals then “girded their loins” and were significantly involved in welcoming Fa-
ther Duveaux is all the more remarkable. From hosting him in their homes to touring him on the Palouse,
generously preparing for or contributing at the Haitian Feast, I am especially grateful to:

Rev. Mary Beth Rivetti Phil and Penny Taylor
Carol Porter Kathleen Smith-Meadows
Dianne Lowe Elwood Hartman

David Seamans Roy Johnson

Fritz Hughes and Members of the Vestry

Sandra Ristow and Members of Social Justice & Outreach Ministries

More than 20 members of Vestry and SJOM welcomed Father Duveaux at a picnic, and a small but gener-
ous crowd at the Haitian Feast donated $1250 to St. Andre’s School.

Between these two memorable occasions, we memorialized the 10™ Anniversary of 9/11, which Father Du-
veaux and [ were privileged to do at Evensong at St. John’s Cathedral in Spokane. With all the best of our
Episcopal liturgical and ceremonial tradition, we witnessed the formal acknowledgement of loss, heard
beautiful music from Rutter’s Requiem and Gaelic Blessing, and were reminded by Dean Bill Ellis that we,
the living, honor those who have died by how we fill our days: loving and forgiving, helping and giving, as
Jesus taught and showed us so to do.

With love and gratitude,
Nancy Collins-Warner




worship and Formation

Worship is at 8 and 10:30am on Sundays.

The Adult Forum at 9:15 is open to all who
are interested — usually this is a self-selected
book study.

In October, the forum will host one of the two
“in-house” Cottage Meetings for our fall
Stewardship Campaign, on October 9. Jim
Reece, campaign co-chair, will be our
preacher, and will facilitate the discussion that
day.

Sandra Ristow, the other co-chair of the Stew-
ardship Campaign, will preach on September
23, and will facilitate another discussion dur-
ing the coffee hour following the 10:30 ser-
vice.

Also in October—Sunday, October 16, is the
conclusion of the annual Diocesan Conven-
tion. There will be no celebration of the Holy
Eucharist that day since all the clergy will be
gathered with the Bishop. The congregation
will worship with Morning Prayer.

The Bishop is coming in November. At the
time of publication we weren’t absolutely
certain of the date of his visit—but it is likely
to be the first or second Sunday of November.
Those interested in confirmation, reception,
and baptism for themselves or others in their
family should contact the rector as soon as
possible to make preparations for this event.

Christian Education

Our Sunday School is underway. Here's our schedule:

9:15 - Choir Practice - choir room and church
9:15 - Adult Forum - Canterbury Room

9:15 -- Intermediate/Mid-High group meets in the Mid-High Room. (That's grades 4-8). Dan
Warn and Rev. Mary Beth lead this group. We have FOOD and we plan movie nights, we
have activities and we talk about the bible. This is a time for baby-sitters to go over things
they need to know for their time in the nursery, and to set up schedules for the coming
months.

-- High School group - we're still hoping to get some leaders for this group. Some of you
are heading out on the overnight camping trip over the Columbus Day holiday. For the time-
being - join the rest of us in the mid-high room. You can share the FOOD and talk about the
program in the nursery and schedule your next months of being on duty as baby-sitters if
you're part of that team.

10 -- Sunday School class for the Pre-K through Grade 3 group (that's ages 4-8) meet down-
stairs in the Chapel

Beth Benten-Burns and Stephan Flores are presenting Godly Play, sharing snacks, and get-
ting the group together to learn some great music for the year. It won't be long before we're
planning our Christmas pageant. There are new songs to learn for that event. This group
comes into church at the passing of the peace. Junior acolytes from this group present the
children's offering (the Chicken) which goes to a program the children choose to help the
poor of the world. The children stay in church with their parents and the rest of the commu-
nity through communion and the closing hymn. From time to time they'll lead us in music
during communion, and maybe even in our closing hymn, too.

10:15 - Transition time - there will be a gong to remind us

If you're an acolyte or a reader, it's time to go into church and make sure everything is
ready for your part of the worship

If you're a babysitter, then it's time to be in the Canterbury Room to help get things set
up and ready for the children

If you're in the adult forum, it's time to help the babysitters and children make the
switch, and in the meantime greet the children and their families as they come in for worship

10:30 -- Nursery - in the Canterbury Room

Two groups of children come in here -- toddlers (children that parents have decided
can stay with babysitters during worship) and 3+ - the children who are a little older and are
able to enjoy a story or a song or an activity led with an adult and the help of the babysitter.
Older children (over the age of 4) should not be in the nursery. This helps the younger chil-
dren focus on their activities, and helps the caregivers keep order in the room. The nursery
workers (adult and babysitter) will provide a snack during the time that children are in the
nursery. Normally parents would come and bring their children in to receive communion at
the Lord's Prayer. The priest brings communion to the workers who are in the nursery, and to
any infants and toddlers who are still there (with their parents' permission).

When last we counted, we had 30 children and youth in this parish. Given our average Sun-
day attendance of 88, that's more than a third of us. Especially if you're all here! We look
forward to seeing you all here on Sunday mornings -- in our learning and in our rehearsing
and in our worship together.

Altar Guild Oct.
*Chair Margaret Haggart*
Jennifer Madrid
B.J. Blantner
Jan Brandt (L only)

Altar Guild Schedule




Campus Ministry News

Phil Mixter has been sharing his campus ministry passion with our rector, Rev. Mary Beth Rivetti, over the
past year, and this semester has stepped back from the regular planning sessions for the team of peer minis-
ters who present the weekly Inspire program of food, fellowship and faith on Wednesdays from 5-7pm. This
fall our team of peer ministersd David Hawbaker, Dylan Michael Judge-Hoff, Andrew Wingren, Amber
Mear and Dan Warnd are presenting a journey through the Acts of the Apostles. Amber and Dan are also
active members at St. James, with Dan stepping in to continue his relationship with a number of our youth
from this past summer at Camp Cross, and providing the babysitting team with mentoring support and regu-
lar feedback as they develop their skills in sharing the story of our faith with our youngest members. The
mont h of October includes a | eader s hi-p aswdlasrconsidéra-
tion of our Spring Break mission trip. Inspire is sponsored by The Wesley Foundation under the leadership of
United Methodist Campus Minister Alissa Bertsch-Johnson, with support from St. James and the Episcopal
Diocese of Spokane.

Inspire on Wednesdays from 5-7 is one of three ministry programs hosted at the Interfaith House (formerly
known as the Koinonia House) on campus. Taizemeditation and prayer on Tuesdays at 5:30, and Interfaith
Mythbusterson Thursdays at 5 round out the weekd all including meals. The Interfaith House is run by the
Common Ministry, whose ecumenical board includes members of St. James: Sue Durrant, Rex Burns, Phil
Mixter, and the Rev. Toni Sarai-Clark (staff at large). As the Common Ministry plans its next steps in its vi-
sion for the future and the call of a permanent director, they are in need of new members of that council.
Please give prayerful consideration to invitations from Sue, Rex, or Phil if they invite your participation.

a 1

Want e d ahiris

I am looking to collect t-shirt to make reusable grocery bags. I you have any that you
would like to get rid of. I would love to take them off your hands. It would be good if they
do not have holes in them though. You can bring them to church and put them in a box out-
side my office door. Thank you if I do not get a chance to tell you in person.

Carol Porter




October 1s Stewardship Month

During October we will again have the opportunity to reflect on the meaning of stewardship at St. James’. Allud-
ing to the boat as a symbol for the Church and our journey together, the theme for our month-long reflection on
stewardship is posed as a question: “What keeps our boat afloat?”” Sandra Ristow and Jim Reece are leading our
discussion and will share their thoughts on stewardship on October 9 and October 23 at both the 8:00 and 10:30
a.m. services.

In lieu of cottage meetings, Sandra and Jim invite you to join them for one of two scheduled conversations on the
topic of stewardship at St. James’. The first of these conversations will take place on Sunday, October 9, during
the program hour immediately following 8:00 a.m. worship; the second conversation is scheduled for Sunday, Oc-
tober 23, during coffee hour after the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

These conversations will provide the opportunity for a frank discussion of the needs of our congregation and what
it takes to “keep our boat afloat” here at St. James’. As we consider together the many ways that we help to sup-
port and sustain the Church through the gifts of our time, talents, and treasure, we will also have the opportunity to
reflect on the ways that the Church and our participation in the ministries of St. James’ sustains and nourishes us
as individuals in return. Mark your calendars and plan to join in our parish-wide conversations on October 9 and/

or October 23.

Sandra Ristow and Jim Reece—Stewardship Co-Chairs

Faith Communities and the Quest for Peaced October 19 events in Moscow

The Palouse Peace Coalition, the University of Idaho Martin Institute, Office of Human Rights Access and Inclusion,
and the ASUI Student Engagement and Leadership Programs, the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse, and Spo-
kane’s Peace and Justice Action League of Spokane (PJALS) are bringing internationally renowned psychologist, author
and rabbi, Dr. Mark Braverman, to the Palouse for a day of reflection, understanding, and engagement. The main focus
of Dr. Braverman’s visit is centrally linked to the mission of the Palouse Peace Coalition—to find wys of engagement
other than that of wars and violence. More on Dr. Braverman, who is a charter member of American Jews for a Just
Peace, can be found at http://markbraverman.org/

Planned events on October 19 are

12-1:130—the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palosue, 420 East 2nd Street, Interfaith gathering. Topic “Beyond
Interfaith Dialogue: Faith Communities and the Quest for Peace in Israel/Palestine”

4-5pm—Clearwater Room, University of Idaho Commons, ASUI Student Engagement and Leadership Programs camups
conversation. Topic: “Asking the hard question”

7pm—Administration Auditorium, open lecture. Topic: “When Politics Fall — the grassroots movement that will bring
peace to Israel/Palestine”

More information available through the Palouse Peace Coalition table at the Saturday Farmers Market in Moscow, or at
the Friday Peace Vigil every Friday from 5:30-6:30 pm in Friendship Square, or by contacting Sally Perrine sper-
rine@potlatch.com or Rula Awwad-Rafferty rulaa@uidaho.edu.

Benefit concert for the University of Idaho Campus Christian Center

Sweet Music—First Presbyterian Church of Moscow, 7pm Saturday, October 22




St. James Episcopal Church
1410 NE Stadium Way
Pullman, WA 99163

oWe are no longer strangers and sojourners but fellow citizens
wi th the sarints and members of

October 1 2pm Safeguarding Godos Chil dren, Part
October 5 11am Women of St. Jamesd fellowship

Noon Women of St. Jamesd business meeting and lunch
October 9 9:15 Adult Forumd Stewardship discussion in Canterbury Room

11:30 Social Justice Outreach Ministries Team meetingd Canterbury Room
October 14-16 Diocesan Conventiond Yakima
October 19 9-12 La Leche
October 21 noon Lunch Bunch
October 22 2pm Safeguarding Goddés Chidren, Part
October 23 11:30 Stewardship discussion in Canterbury Room

November 6 or 13

Dates f or ®detils compidgsoonw i s i t

Holy Eucharist 8 every Sunday at 8 and 10:30am

Mends Boealktf

g§gsfTuesday at Tambés, starting at §

Morning Prayerd every Wednesday at 8:30 in the Sanctuary

Conversational Spanish 8 every Wednesday at 9 in the Small Conference Room (Mid-High Room)
Inspired Food, fellowship, faithd every Wednesday from 5-7pm at the Interfaith House
Lectionary Bible Study & every Thursday in the Capterbury Room, 7pm

030



