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Beloved friends 

 Whenever I have traveled to my mother’s parish, Christ the King Episcopal Church 

in “Noleta” (that part of Santa Barbara county that isn’t really Santa Barbara but won’t admit 

to being Goleta) and listen to the preaching of the Rev. Canon Brian Cox IV, I am stunned by 

the breathtaking word of hope that comes from that small church, not much bigger than our 

own. Brian has served that congregation almost as long as my mother attended — she was on 

the search committee that called him. And being about the same age as me, he was obliged to 

spend a number of years reminding my mother he was her rector and not her son. But Brian is 

also an inspiring leader and a gifted preacher—no more so than when he gathered the 

community following the deaths in as many days of two of the community’s pillars: my 

mother, Ellen McDavid, who died October 24, and Dorothy Harvey, widow of the 

congregation’s first rector, who died the day before my mother did. Mom and Dorothy sat 

together in church for twenty years, counted the offering plate together; organized the people 

who folded their monthly newsletter—the Mannafold. And now that they are gone—there’s a 

gap in the pews where the two of them always sat. As Brian reminded us at Dorothy’s funeral 

(and I expect no less when he preaches at Mom’s funeral in a couple of days) the whole 

community grieves as much as the members of the extended families. Along with Christ the 

King we have some big gaps in our own pews where our loved ones once sat. The 

communion of saints that joins us at the Holy Eucharist got a little crowded this year with the 

addition of many from our own congregation. We grieve the loss of so many friends, so many 

who have shared our journey of faith. 

 Brian’s sermon October 30 spoke of the call of the prophets. It being so close to the 

latest prediction of the world’s end, he had to make sure we understand that prophecy has 

nothing to do with prediction. It has to do with calling the community back to the Rock on 

which they are grounded, and then pointing forward to what God is accomplishing and to the 

alignment of the community in God’s purposes. As our church year comes to a close, and as 

we enter into a year of economic and social challenge, our hope is no less grounded on that 

Rock, the God of our salvation. The Gospel readings in November and in the Sundays of 

Advent talk ever more about the Last Days, the day of judgment — calling us all to a time of 

recollection of our common hope in God, and to shape our lives always in response to God’s 

call, most fully known to us in Jesus Christ. 

 In the liminal moments, lingering between this world and the next, my mother 

described beautiful gardens and vivid colors, what she called “colors for celebration.” She 

saw “white, with red wine; deep, deep red, and black … and gold.” That last word stretched 

out in awe as she drifted back on her pillow. Sunday, her successor as altar guild director 

opened the sacristy to show me their rarely used celebration chasuble for Christ the King 

Sunday, the last Sunday before Advent—the colors of fire and spirit and celebration. Red 

damask; black velvet. And gold. On All Saints Sunday, let us bring to church our memories 

of our loved ones, and our hope as we sing their triumph song—Alleluia.  
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Rector  

Mary Beth Rivetti 432-1807 

Deacons        

Theodore Nitz       334-1755 
Wilhelmina ñToniò Sarai-Clark 
  882-9255 

Senior Warden  

Fritz Hughes 332-4487 

Junior Warden  

Doug Adams 14 882-0989 

 

Vestry Members         

Three-year terms 
Fritz Hughes ó12 332-4487 
Jason Kraft ô13 338-4869 
Doug Adams 14 882-0989 
 
Two-year terms: 
Maureen Edgecombe  ó12
 332-1218 
Todd Butler ó12  332-5594 
Jan Brandt ó12 332-2439 
Margaret Rehberg ó13 
 872- 0104 
Peter Adrian ó13 509-339-6286 
Beth Benten-Burns ó13 
 332-4704 
  

Clerk:  

Jason Kraft 338-4869 

Treasurer  

John Brewer  332-3788 

 

Campus Ministry  

 

Christian Education  

 

Altar Guild Director  

Linda Adams           882-0989 

ECW Co -Chairs  

Sue Johnson       332-1375 
Gail McCoy       334-7458 

Menõs Breakfast 

Dean Ritchie           334-3132 
Phil Mixter      334-5384 
 

Outreach/Social Justice  

Sandra Ristow 332-1767 

Pastoral Care  

Carol Porter       334-7458 

Parish Assistant  

Carol Porter       332-1742 
stjamespullman@frontier.com 
 
 

 

VESTRY DIGEST 

 

At its meeting on October 11, the Vestry of St. James’ Episcopal Church 

¶ Took an extended time to discuss the concerns and hopes for infant and child 

care at St. James on Sunday mornings, and agreed to revise the job-description 

for the Christian Education Coordinator to be focused on that aspect of Chris-

tian Education 

¶ Accepted the request by Sue Johnson for $600 from parking funds to be used 

for Christmas for Kids program 

¶ Agreed to form task groups to look at parish by-laws for possible change to 

number of vestry members and/or term length; overall pledging health; writing 

job description for CE director 

¶ Held over the report of the treasurer to enable the vestry to ask for clarification 

of some of the information he had provided 

¶ Heard proposals for a memorial gift for Julie McCoy and agreed to take another 

month to evaluate those suggestions 

¶ Approved the rector’s request for advance on next year’s annual leave to be 

able to visit her mother and make funeral arrangements, agreeing to use unex-

pended sabbatical funds to assist with travel and other expenditures associated 

with the trip 

 

Convention Highlights 
Clergy and delegates gathered at the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center in 

Yakima for the 47th annual convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Spokane the 

weekend of October 14-16, 2011. At the concluding Eucharist, David Hacker was 

ordained to the diaconate. David is a deacon in transition to the priesthood and it is 

likely that he will be ordained as a priest sometime next year. David, serving at 

Christ Church in Zillah, lives and works on the Yakama Reservation, and is an offi-

cial of the Faith in Action Network (formerly the Washington Association of 

Church and the Lutheran Public Policy Office.) St. James presented its portion of 

the Organizing for Mission funds at the ingathering during the concluding Eucha-

rist. 

Convention agreed to several constitutional changes as well as an overall revision of 

the canons that will provide for four regions (in lieu of six deaneries) that devolve 

some of the responsibilities for governance from the convention to the region. Re-

gions will meet at least twice annually to elect regional members to diocesan coun-

cil as well as regional delegates to convention. The Presiding Member of the South-

east Region (our old Clearwater Deanery, with the addition of Walla Walla and 

Dayton) is the Rev. Gretchen Rehberg. The canonical changes take effect immedi-

ately, which means that our rector has been relieved (the term is used advisedly) of 

her role as Dean of the Clearwater Deanery. The Rev. Susan Cleveley will serve the 

Region as a part-time Congregational Developer. 

Convention also passed a resolution memorializing the General Convention of 2012 

to adopt legislation that will enable streamlining of its structure and reduction of the 

top-heavy systems of governance. Our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. James E. Waggoner, Jr., 

has been involved in much of the work that has been put forward by the House of 

Bishops to recommend drastic changes to the governing structures of the church. 

More information about convention actions can be found on our diocesan website, 

or by talking with our convention delegates: Dianne Lowe, Sandra Ristow, and 

Margaret Rehberg. 



3 

 

WSU Campus Ministry Mission Trip Destination Announced! 

 
After two transformational mission trips to the Lillian Vallely School on the Fort Hall Reservation, the students 

that attend our "Inspire!" campus ministry have been called to a more urban mission experience!  We will be serv-

ing through Sierra Service Project in Southcentral Los Angeles for our annual Spring Break Mission Trip.  Stu-

dents will have the opportunity to work on building projects for shelters and community centers, as well as learn 

about urban poverty and ministries that serve the homeless in the LA area.  Fundraising for this trip is already un-

derway!  Many of you have supported our past mission trips and we are grateful for you support!  If you'd like to 

continue as one of our "stockholders", please contact Alissa Bertsch Johnson (United Methodist Campus Pastor) 

to donate: alissakjohnson@gmail.com.  If you'd like to learn more about Sierra Service project, visit: 

www.sierraserviceproject.org. 

News from the Deacon Candidate / Diocesan Convention / Women in Ministry 
 

Dear Family, 

 

We have just returned from a wonderful Diocesan Convention in Yakima.  I had the pleasure of riding along 

with Sandra and Deacon Toni.  I did not realize what a luxury it was for me to be a passenger and view the 

Palouse, "high desert" scrub, and wind turbines generating I don't know how much electricity--as they 

seemed to twirl soooo sloooowly.   

 

We began this convention, as we always do with the women of St. Timothy's hosting lunch for the women 

attending the Convention.  We heard about their ministry of the Plaid Door (a store that operates a blend of 

rummage sale and items on consignment).  I was amazed to see that what they generate yearly is just about 

what we do in one hectic weekend rummage sale, (not including the months of preparation and the many 

Parish hands who help set up, sell, and tear-down).  They give about 40% of their income to outreach grants 

from groups who ask for assistance, about 40% to church projects, and about 10% to the Almoner's 

Fund.  As your ECW Treasurer, I will bring this concept to the Finance Committee for discussion.  It 

might serve us well to consider that we publicly solicit requests for grants to fund rather than just do the 

same thing we have always done. It is something I believe we should prayerfully reflect upon. I most defi-

nitely favor a substantial contribution to the Almoner's Fund in the place of the Finance Committee trying to 

help with emergent needs with exigent circumstances.  I was reminded throughout the Convention that we 

are but stewards of all that God has given us.  If we view all we do through that lens, we will give glory to 

our Heavenly Father. 

 

I invite anyone who has an interest in the Women in Ministry at Saint James' to give me your thoughts on 

how to best be faithful stewards over the money earned by so many Parish hands who help with the Rum-

mage Sale.  The Finance Committee will be meeting to prepare a budget for 2012, so I thank you in advance 

for your input. 

 

My deacon studies resume in November with a focus on one of the Canonical areas of competence:  Church 

History.  The Archdeacon is the main faculty--so that should be a fascinating class. I love history and I espe-

cially look forward to this opportunity. 

 

All peace in believing be yours, 

Dianne Lowe 

Candidate 

mailto:alissakjohnson@gmail.com
http://www.sierraserviceproject.org
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Worship  
 

Thanks to the Revs. John Grabner and 

Susan Cleveley for supplying their ser-

vices as presiders at Holy Eucharist in 

October while the rector went to be with 

her dying mother.  

 

November 6 is All Saints’ Sunday—

following the November 1 Feast of All 

Saints. This is one of very few celebra-

tions that the church invites us move to 

the Sunday following the actual day — 

just to make sure we all have a chance to 

participate in the holy day. Our proces-

sion into church will be accompanied 

with drums, we’ll have a special litany for 

all the saints, and we’ll also read our ne-

crology the list of those who have died, 

particularly the members of St. James we 

have lost in the past year, but also those 

members of our families that we continue 

to lift up in prayer. 

 

Advent is not far off — the First Sunday 

of Advent is November 27. The calendar 

this year allows us to have four full weeks 

of Advent — which means that Christmas 

Day falls on a Sunday. This year we be-

gin the season of Advent by commemo-

rating Episcopal Relief and Development 

Sunday on November 27. The Social Jus-

tice Outreach Ministries team has a report 

on this upcoming event on page 7. 

 

  

Altar Guild Schedule 

 
Altar Guild            Nov         Dec              Jan 
 *Chair                   Alison  Mixter*        Linda Adams * (L) Marilyn Harvey* 

         Jan Stewart (L)        Kari Olsen  Robin Bond     

            Beth Benten-Burns Mary Hubbard     

                Robin Gray (L) 

Christian Education 
 

Report from Beth Benten-Burns:  

“Trick or treating for the Heifer project couldn't have gone better. I believe 

Susan talked about it at the announcements at the beginning of the service. 

And the kids went in after the confession and before the birthday/

anniversary blessings. The whole congregation seemed to be ready with 

bags or jars of change, plopping coins in every basket that came by. It con-

cluded with the peace, which was perfect, because people were already 

milling about. During the regular offering, the kids poured all the coins into 

3 baskets (it was too much for 1 or 2) and took up the Heifer money & the 

chicken with the ushers & the regular offering to the alter. Then the pledges 

were presented and blessed. It was very fun and I think meaningful.  

“After church, Declan, Maggie, Alexandria, Dan, Sue, Mary and Angela 

Visger (assorted intermediate, primary, and adults - very cross generational) 

counted and rolled coins. Fritz took the pennies to Dissmore's and ran them 

through the counting machine. The congregation donated $255.00!  The 

kids will vote next Sunday on what animals they want to purchase with the 

money. And we even had time for Las Posadas music practice, a wonderful 

lesson on Joshua led by Stephan, and a quick snack of pretzels prior to the 

event.” 

In anticipation of Advent and the Christmas Pageant on December 11, the 

children are learning about the tradition of Las Posadas, an Advent tradition 

that comes to us from Mexico and other Latin American countries. Expand-

ing on the theme of welcoming the Christ child into our midst, families pre-

pare to invite the holy family to take shelter (posada) in their home. Chil-

dren in the PreK through Grade 4 group are learning traditional music, and 

working on their script, while the 3+ group in the nursery are practicing 

their lines and music as well.  

Parents and babysitters met with Senior Warden Fritz Hughes on October 

29 to talk over concerns and make plans for keeping the babysitting and 

child care offered at St. James consistently safe and enriching. 
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Sign Up for a Sinners’ Dinner 

 
What are they?  A shared meal with 4-7 other parishioners in someone’s home.  The only 

agenda item is getting to know some other people better. 

 

When are they?  They are usually held the 4th Saturday of January, February and March, 

but hosts do have flexibility. 

 

Who hosts each dinner?  In general, each person who signs up hosts one month, but host-

ing is not a requirement of participation. 

 

What does the host do?  The host provides the main dish for the dinner.  The host also 

contacts the others who are on the list and firms up a date and time for the dinner. 

 

What do the guests do?  Each guest brings a part of the dinner (a salad, vegetable, bread 

or dessert) and commits to providing lively conversation. 

 

When are the dinner matches made public?  In mid-November. 

 

Will you provide a babysitter?  The church will reimburse the cost of a babysitter for 

those with young children. 

 

Whom should I contact with other questions?  Carolyn Ross 

(carolynfross@hotmail.com) and Travis Ridout (tnridout@hotmail.com) or 332-5545. 

 

How do I sign up?  There are sign-up sheets in the parish hall, or send Carolyn Ross or 

Travis Ridout an email. 

 

 

mailto:carolynfross@hotmail.com
mailto:tnridout@hotmail.com
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Social Justice and Outreach Ministries (SJOM) 

 

Haiti 

 
Due to the generosity of the St. James Community, we have been able to send $2775 to the St. Andre’s School 

in Cazale, Haiti. Your gifts help support instruction at the school by feeding the children, paying the teachers, 

and purchasing supplies. It was a joy to visit with Father Duveaux about his work at St. Andre’s and nine other 

parishes in September! 
 

Organizing for Mission 
 

The Organizing for Mission (OFM) campaign officially concluded at the Diocesan Convention mid-October. 

The total amount amassed at St. James was $12,384.78. One half of these funds were given to the Spokane Dio-

cese to aid El Hogar, an ERD sanctioned school in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, which educates the poorest children 

of the region so that they may have a trade. The other half of the money will remain in the Moscow Pullman 

area and is being divided between the Pullman Child Welfare Food Bank (20%), the Moscow Food Bank (20%), 

and the Whitman County Council on Aging (10%) (Meals on Wheels). Once again, the generosity of St. James 

is evident! Thank you all! 

Episcopal Relief and Development 
 

Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) Sunday will be November 27, the first Sunday of Advent, a day when 

we think about supporting the international activities of our Church. During the month of November ERD chal-

lenges to us to match a $500,000 gift given by a group of persons to ERD. Every dollar you pledge will be 

matched by that donor with another dollar! Please be generous if you have already received your envelope in the 

mail, or pick up an ERD envelope in the Narthex. 

 

You can change lives this Christmas! Learn how the simplest gifts allow entire communities to bloom! ERD 

Christmas Gift catalogs, GIFTS FOR LIFE, are available in the Narthex. This Holiday Season, give a gift of an 

animal to a poor family so that they may leverage themselves out of poverty and educate their children. This is 

the opportunity to fund the digging of wells and providing clean water systems that benefit whole communities. 

You can give microcredit loans to women and small businesses. Health and wellness is another area of support. 

Mosquito nets and training can squash the effects of malaria. A gift of vitamins can give children the basic nutri-

ents of life. Think about supporting a roving health clinic! 
 

 

Community Action Center 

 
Please remember that you can continue to support the Community Action Center Food Bank each Sunday with 

donations into the food cart in the Narthex. Now that the weather is colder, and with the current economic 

downturn, it is important that we keep the food banks well supplied. This month the Center can use more of the 

following items: soups, tomato products, flour, sugar, cake mixes, and all the standard items such as peanut but-

ter, jelly, macaroni and cheese, etc. They are looking forward to providing the items for Thanksgiving Dinners. 

Frozen turkeys are an important item. They have freezers to accommodate the turkeys until distributed. Demand 

for all types of food products has been extremely high this fall and although the community has been generous, 

food items have been going out of the bank faster than they can be replaced. 
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St. James Episcopal Church 

1410 NE Stadium Way 

Pullman, WA 99163 

 

 
“We are no longer strangers and sojourners but fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God.” 

 

Nov. 2  11am Women of St. Jamesðfellowship 

 12pm Women of St. Jamesðlunch 

Nov. 13  11:30 Social Justice Outreach Ministries Team meetingðCanterbury Room 

Nov. 16                       9-12 La Leche 

Nov. 18 12pm Lunch Bunch  ( Old European ) 

Dec. 4   Bishopôs visitðdetails coming soon 

Dec. 7 11am Women of St. Jamesðfellowship 

 12pm Women of St. Jamesðlunch 

Dec. 11 11:30 Social Justice Outreach Ministries Team meetingðCanterbury Room 

Dec. 16 12pm Lunch Bunch  ( Swillyôs ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Eucharist ðevery Sunday at 8 and 10:30am 

Menôs Breakfastðevery Tuesday at Tamôs, starting at 6:30am until 8. 

Morning Prayerð every Wednesday at 8:30 in the Sanctuary 

Conversational Spanish ðevery Wednesday at 9 in the Small Conference Room (Mid-High Room) 

InspireðFood, fellowship, faithðevery Wednesday from 5-7pm at the Interfaith House 

Lectionary Bible Study ðevery Thursday in the Canterbury Room, 7pm 


