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Beloved friends 
 

 We were treated to a great presentation on the First Sunday of Advent by Jennifer 

and Jose Madrid Thorson, who urged us to turn our gift-giving energies to Episcopal Relief 

and Development when weôre trying to find a gift for that special someone who has 

everything. To underscore their message, they also introduced the theme of Las Posadas, a 

celebration known throughout the Spanish-speaking world in preparation for the birth of 

Christ, and a traditional remembrance of the journey of the Holy Family seeking shelter in an 

inhospitable world. 

 That image of the pregnant teenager, Mary, and her betrothed, Joseph, is poignant 

particularly at this time of year. As the temperatures dip into the 20s overnight, weôre even 

more aware of people in need of safe shelter in Pullman and Moscow, and in Spokane to the 

north. Recent cuts in government spending will mean 4000 families in Spokane (and 

thousands more statewide) will not receive heating assistance this year. Shelters in the 

Spokane have been closed, thousands of families are affected. Closer to home, it is difficult to 

know how many people are homeless, but the numbers are growing. Individuals and families 

without housing are hidden, as people move in with friends for awhile, or live in their cars, 

or, as we have observed here in Pullman, move from library to coffee shop overnight, and 

eventually find a warm place to huddle under embankments or by abandoned grain silos. The 

number of high school students ñcouch surfingò  has risen to 33 in the Pullman School 

District. Since March, Sojourners Alliance in Latah county reports that they have been 

turning away 10-20 families a month, many of them from Pullman.  

 There is no one solution; there are many ways we become involved; what we cannot 

do is look the other way. The Christmas tree in the narthex has tags with gift requests you can 

purchase and deliver, unwrapped, to the red bin by next Sunday. Or if you want to donate 

money, you can write a check to St. James / with ñCAC Christmas for Kidsò in the memo 

line. (See Sue Johnson for more information)  You can write a letter to your local government 

officials requesting that buses be routed closer to the Community Action Center Food Bank to 

accommodate families who otherwise have to climb a steep hill in the winter to get a bag of 

food. (Kathleen Smith-Meadows can provide you with a template and names of officials.) 

Further, you can consider attending an informational meeting on Family Promise here on 

January 17, at 7pm in the Parish Hall. Family Promise, through its Interfaith Hospitality 

Network, pools the resources, facilities, and volunteers of faith communities to provide 

emergency shelter for homeless families. Nativity in Lewiston has been engaged in this 

ministry with churches in the Lewiston-Clarkston area, and continues to find it worthwhile. Is 

this something St. James wants to do? Come learn more on January 17. Add your voice to the 

discussion at the Annual Meeting. For more information on Family Promise you can visit 

www.familypromise.org or talk to me, or attend the next meeting of the Social Justice 

Outreach Ministries team (December 11 after the 10:30 service).   

 In this holy season of Advent, let us remember the seasonal blessingðmay Christ the 

Sun of Righteousness shine in our hearts, scattering the darkness from before our paths.  

The Tower  
St. James Episcopal Church  

1410 NE Stadium Way, Pullman, WA 99163  

509-332-1742  stjamespullman@frontier.com 

                                                                    www.stjamespullman.org                       
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unconditional love, 
seeking to express 

that love to  
one another,  

our neighbors and 
the world.  
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Rector  

Mary Beth Rivetti 432-1807 

Deacons        

Theodore Nitz       334-1755 
Wilhelmina ñToniò Sarai-Clark 
  882-9255 

Senior Warden  

Fritz Hughes 332-4487 

Junior Warden  

Doug Adams 14 882-0989 

 

Vestry Members         

Three-year terms 
Fritz Hughes ó12 332-4487 
Jason Kraft ô13 338-4869 
Doug Adams 14 882-0989 
 
Two-year terms: 
Maureen Edgecombe  ó12
 332-1218 
Todd Butler ó12  332-5594 
Jan Brandt ó12 332-2439 
Margaret Rehberg ó13 
 872- 0104 
Peter Adrian ó13 509-339-6286 
Beth Benten-Burns ó13 
 332-4704 
  

Clerk:  

Jason Kraft 338-4869 

Treasurer  

John Brewer  332-3788 

 

Campus Ministry  

 

Christian Education  

 

Altar Guild Director  

Linda Adams           882-0989 

ECW Co -Chairs  

Sue Johnson       332-1375 
Gail McCoy       334-7458 

Menõs Breakfast 

Dean Ritchie           334-3132 
Phil Mixter      334-5384 
 

Outreach/Social Justice  

Sandra Ristow 332-1767 

Pastoral Care  

Carol Porter       334-7458 

Parish Assistant  

Carol Porter       332-1742 
stjamespullman@frontier.com 
 
 

 

VESTRY DIGEST 

 
At its meeting of November 8, 2011, the Vestry of St. Jamesô Episcopal Church 

¶ Received and approved the report of the audit team, which recom-

mended broader familiarity with the accounting software 

¶ Heard the report of the status of the stewardship campaign, reminding 

those who have not yet submitted their pledges that our 2012 budget de-

pends on accurate information about what our resources will be 

¶ Agreed to create a part-time position for a child care worker in the nurs-

ery (see job description on page 5) 

¶ Planned a dinner with the vestry and Bishop Waggoner for the evening 

of December 3 at 6pm 

¶ Voted to send a contribution on behalf of St. Jamesô Episcopal Church 

to the City of Pullman towards a new bench in memory of Julie McCoy. 

 

The next meeting of the vestry will take place on Tuesday, December 13, at 7pm. 

Report from Diocesan Convention, Yakima, October 2011 

 

My observations and what I thought was done well 

 

The ladiesô lunch on Friday, at St. Timothyôs Church, was attended by about 60-70. 

They had an interesting program about St. Timothyôs thrift shop, The Plaid Door, 

which they have had for many years, maybe 30+. They are open only 2 or 3 days a 

week; some of the clothing is on consignment. 

 

Convention was held at the Clarion Hotel, has good facilities for a group our size. 

There has been work done to re-organize our deaneries into four regions and with 

new tasks. Our area will probably stay the same, possibly Walla Walla and Dayton 

may be added to our region.  There were explanations of this change and a lot of 

questions followed. We will have a congregational developer (the Revôd Susan 

Cleveley) and a regional director (the Revôd Gretchen Rehberg). We will be meet-

ing probably in the spring and fall as one of our new regionôs task is to elect repre-

sentatives to council and to Diocesan Convention. 

 

There was a really good presentation of general Convention (which will be in Indi-

anapolis, July 2012) how resolutions are submitted and how the House of Deputies 

House of Bishops work together to pass them. Each Diocese sends 8 deputies, 4 lay 

and 4 ordained. The other part of Convention is the fellowship of seeing old friends 

and making new ones, the coming together of the diocese keeps us on board the im-

portance of our diocese working together for the common good of all. 

 

Any questions, comments are most welcome. 

Margaret Rehberg 
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Greetings to our Bishop!  
On Sunday, December 4, the Rt. Rev. James E. Waggoner, Jr., will make his official visit to St. James. Bishop 

Jim will preside and preach at both services, and will visit the various classes ongoing between services. The ves-

try will host the bishop the evening before for a dinner in the parish hall. 

 

Bishop Waggoner was recently featured in an article in the Spokesman about a meeting at Holy Trinity in Spo-

kaneôs West Central neighborhood called to address the impact of budget cuts on those least capable of absorbing 

more loss. He called for lawmakers to enhance state revenues and close tax loopholes to support public services. 

 

His visit to St. Jamesô will come immediately following the organizing retreat for the Diocesan Council which 

will be implementing the actions of the most recent Diocesan Convention, including the impact of a tightened 

budget on our own diocesan family.  

News from the Deacon Candidate / ECWï Women of St. James 
 

 

From the Candidate ... 

 

The deacon candidate cohort met the weekend before Thanksgiving with the Ven. Ted Nitz where he was the fac-

ulty for our intensive session on Church History (through the lens of the liturgy).  It was more exciting than I ever 

thought history could be, and Ted made it so!  Now, a 10-page paper awaits construction to provide a ve-

hicle to establish competency in this canonical area.  Whew!  During class, I contemplated "What 

would I do, if I had lived in that era where people lost their heads?"  (literally) as they argued 

over whether a given liturgical practice was sound theologically and was not too Roman, or that it 

was too evangelical and not Roman enough?  I don't know, but don't laugh when I tell you I am ac-

tually looking forward to writing this paper.  Next year, we will meet again for more intensive 

weekends of study.  They are enriching, challenging, and spiritually life -changing.  
  

The Finance and Executive Committees of ECW- Women of St. James, have sent out the proposed Budget for all 

to see.  We are reserving funds only sufficient to put on the Rummage Sale.  The rest, though the amounts are 

less, are still distributed to outreach and Parish Projects.  If the membership approves the Budget at the December 

meeting, we may then ask for a vote to buy new lighting for the Parish Hall before the prices go up in Janu-

ary.  We really would like to have lots of input regarding your desire to do this, or if you like the lighting pro-

posed.  We can only do this because of the largess of the parishioner(s) who will install them; then, we won't have 

to pay for the installation.  What say you, Women of Saint James'? 

 

The blessed season of Advent is upon us, as is the Bishop's visit on December 4.  It is great to have the Chief Pas-

tor of the among us to celebrate the Eucharist and to celebrate our community of Saint James'.  May this season be 

one of new discovery of old truths, and may you get all your Christmas cards out before December 25.   :)) 

 

Peace, this Season and always, 

Dianne Lowe 

Candidate for Ordination 

to the Diaconate. 

 

 



4 

Job announcement: ð  To enhance the consistency of program and caregiving in the child care 

area at St. Jamesô, the following position is being advertised. Please share this information. The 

position will remain open until a suitable candidate is found; we hope to have the person begin 

immediately after the New Year. 

 
Job Title: Childcare Provider, St. Jamesô Episcopal Church, Pullman, WA 

Rate of Pay:  $12.50/hr.  ($25.00/Sunday) 

Hours:  Sundays, 10:00 a.m. ï Noon 
 

Persons to Contact:  The Rev. Mary Beth Rivetti, Rector (509-332-1742) stj-rivetti@frontier.com  1410 NE 

Stadium Way, Pullman, WA 
 

Context 

The Childcare Provider works independently and in collaboration with church staff and volunteers to serve the 

congregationôs childcare needs, consistent with the values of St. Jamesô Episcopal Church and the wider church 

mission statement. 

 

Primary Responsibilities 

¶ Provide a comfortable, safe and non-threatening environment for a small number of children ages 0-3 yrs in 

the church nursery during the Sunday morning church service (10:30am-11:30am) 

¶ Must be able to work nearly all Sundays except for holidays. 

¶ Communicate with family members regarding their childôs needs and circumstances. 

¶ Work collaboratively with youth or parent volunteers while maintaining ultimate responsibility for childrenôs 
care and well being. 

¶ Read and tell stories. 

¶ Play games consistent with the childrenôs development, needs, and interests. 

¶ Prepare and serve a small nutritional snack. 

¶ Treat child and family information confidentially. 

¶ Coordinate substitute caregivers, as needed, to maintain 100% coverage of Sunday childcare needs. 

 

Qualifications: 

¶ 18 years of age or older 

¶ An early childhood development major, education major or related experience or education. 

¶ Proven effectiveness working with children and their family members in a caring environment. 

¶ Experience providing a comfortable, safe and non-threatening environment, or related training. 

Suitable background check. 

 

Skills 

¶ Reliable 

¶ Outgoing, energetic, and patient 

¶ Strong empathy skills 

¶ A good sense of humor 

¶ Strong interpersonal skills and the ability to listen 

¶ Confidence and willingness to take initiative. 

¶ Ability to communicate clearly and concisely with young children and parents. 

¶ Ability to work with parent or youth volunteers. 

mailto:stj-rivetti@frontier.com
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Art Hard died unexpectedly on November 11. His remains were interred at the Pullman ceme-

tery with a brief service attended by close family and friends; with the weather threatening and 

holidays coming, this seemed the wisest course of action. The family plans to have a fuller me-

morial service in the spring when more friends and family can attend. We will miss his resound-

ing voice, and his long memory and his twinkling humor. 

 

 

ARTHUR ROBERT HARD, 94, of Pullman passed away on Friday, November 11, 2011, at his 

home.  His children, Peg and Rob, remember his special talent for trout fishing, skipping stones, 

building enormous kites, fashioning willow whistles, and sledding at Kamiak Butte.  Arthur had 

a special fondness for story-telling, photography, children, dogs, and mismatched clothing.  He 

was seldom seen without a distinctive hat and oversized belt buckle, and was often known to 

quote poetry to strangers.   

 

Arthur was born March 10, 1917, in White Sulfur Springs, Montana, to Eliza and Jasper Hard.  

He graduated in 1935 from Anaconda High School and later received his Bachelors degree in 

1940 from the Montana School of Mines.  After working in welding research for Boeing Air-

craft during World War II,  Art came to Pullman in 1945 and began his career at Washington 

State College in the school of Division of Industrial Research.  His career spanned 36 years un-

til his retirement in 1981.  He served as a research professor in welding, mechanical and electri-

cal engineering.  His applied research in power line vibration led to a lifetime membership in 

the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).   

 

On December 29, 1948, he married Margaret Aileen McGregor and together they made Pull-

man their home for 62 years where they lived and raised their family.  Arthur was a 66 year 

member of St. James Episcopal Church in Pullman.  He was a Eucharistic Minister, served on 

numerous committees, and enjoyed being a Lay Reader.   

 

Art and Margaret traveled on sabbatical to Europe in 1963 (with Peg and Rob), Australia in 

1979, and Indonesia in 1981 to 1983.  They also traveled extensively in Spain, China, Fiji, Af-

rica and Alaska. Together they spent many years at the lake home on Lake Coeur dô Alene at 

Windy Bay.  He was pre-deceased my Margaret on June 29, 2011, and is survived by daughter 

Peggy; and her husband Jack Welsh of Usk, WA; son Rob Hard of Seattle; a sister-in-law Jean 

Dahl; her children Elizabeth and Richard; life-long friend Margaret Vogt; and grandsons 

Daniel, Greg & Stephen Robinson.  The private graveside service will be held at 11 AM on 

Thursday, November 17, 2011, at the Pullman Cemetery.  A memorial service is planned for 

late Spring 2012 at St. James Episcopal Church, in Pullman.  Kimball Funeral Home of Pull-

man is caring for the family.  Memorial donations are suggested to the Saint James Episcopal 

Church History Project and may be mailed to 1410 NE Stadium Way, Pullman, WA  99163.  

Please call (509) 332-1742 for more information.   
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Annual Meeting at St. James 

 

The annual meeting of St. Jamesô Episcopal Church will take place on Sunday, January 22, 

2012, between the 8 and 10:30 services. (The start of the second service will be delayed if nec-

essary.) 

 

Business to be conducted will include: 

Adoption of the 2012 budget 

Election of members for the vestry 

Election of delegates to diocesan convention 

Election of other parish officers ( clerk of the vestry; altar guild director) 

 

Members of the vestry ensure that there are services of divine worship for this community, and 

otherwise are concerned with the business affairs of the church. They meet monthly for 2-1/2 

hours, and have consultations (often by email) between meetings. Members of the vestry elect 

two wardens from their membership; the senior warden has the responsibility of assuming au-

thority in the event of the incapacity of the rector; the junior warden often has the role of over-

seeing the buildings and grounds. Vestry members must be at least 18 years of age and mem-

bers of the church in good standing. 

 

Outgoing vestry members whose terms will expire in 2012 are: Fritz Hughes (completing a 3-

year term) Maureen Edgecombe, Todd Butler, and Jan Brandt (completing 2 year terms.) Each 

year we elect one person to a three-year term; and three to a 2-year term. Talk with them about 

their experience; theyôll be talking to you to see if you might be interested in this work. 

 

Diocesan Convention will be in Spokane, October 19-21, 2012. Delegates to convention must 

be 16 years of age or older by the start of convention. St. James is entitled to send three dele-

gates to represent our congregation. This yearôs delegates were Dianne Lowe (no longer eligible 

to run) Margaret Rehberg and Sandra Ristow. 

 

 

All members of St. Jamesô who are at least 16 years of age are entitled to vote at the annual 

meeting. A parish report will be submitted for your review the week prior to the meeting. All 

ministries of the church are required to report on their activities annually through the report, and 

should have their reports available to the parish office no later than January 10. Electronic sub-

mission is preferredðand may be emailed to stjamespullman@frontier.com. 

 

Moved, changed your email, added family members since the last directory? We provide a new 

directory at the meeting. Would you please be sure we have your current data? Weôll put the 

current Office Copy out in the parish hall each Sunday for you to check and make sure your in-

formation is up to date. If youôd initial your entry, that would help us make sure weôre current. 
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A new lectionary for a new year 

 

As Advent starts the churchôs new year, we begin a new lectionary year. The lectionary is 

that collection of readings that is arranged to be read by the church each week. We have just 

finished Year A, the year of Matthew, when most of Matthewôs Gospel is read throughout 

the year. Year B is the year of Mark, the oldest and the shortest of the Gospels. 

 

Want to know what weôll be reading each week? A handy reference card with the readings 

for each week can be found on the table in the entry way. A contribution of $1 would be 

appreciated to defray the cost. An interactive calendar can also be found at 

www.lectionarypage.net.  

 

 

Training for readers, Eucharistic ministers, Chalice-bearers, acolytes ð  

 

Interested in reading, assisting at the holy table, carrying a cross or a torch to lead the con-

gregation in to worship? Already doing your part, but need a refresher? 

 

Training sessions for altar ministers will take place on two Sundays in Januaryð15, and 29, 

from 2-4pm. A sign-up sheet in the parish hall will let the rector know how many to expect 

for each training. Weôll practice reading, and do an instructed Eucharist. All interested in 

this ministry are welcome. The offering is twice to include as many as possible; youôre wel-

come to attend both sessions, but may only need one.  

Quarterly meeting of Eucharistic VisitorsðJanuary 21 

 

Weôll gather at St. Markôs in Moscow from 9-11am for our quarterly training session for Eu-

charistic visitors. This training is for all licensed EVs and also for any who are interested in 

undertaking this ministry, which brings the bread and wine from the table to share with those 

who are shut in. All licensed ministries in the diocese include the expectation of regular con-

tinuing education. We have found that this group, including EVs from St. James and St. 

Markôs, as well as from Nativity in Lewiston, grows deeper in our mutual faith journey each 

time we gather. We are continuing our exploration of ñJourneying with the Dying.ò 

 

Year of Grace 2012 Liturgical Calendar A gift to the parish ð of brightly illustrated litur-

gical calendars ð may be found on the desk in the narthex/entryway. Follow the church 

year through the two halves of the cycle: The first half has the brightly colored seasons that 

correspond to the salvation story in Jesus Christ: his coming, his birth, his baptism and 

tempting in the desert, his suffering, death and resurrection, and the unleashing of the Holy 

Spirit through the church on Pentecost. The second half year is the green ñordinary timeò 

where we hear the narrative of Jesusô earthly ministry.    
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Worship  and Formation 
 

Itôs Advent! The Church begins its new year on the 

First Sunday of Advent, and marks the new year by a 

shift in colors at the altar. We use deep blue/purple 

vestments for the season. This year we tried out blue 

candles for the Advent wreath, but the supplier obvi-

ously had a different concept of ñdeep blueò from what 

we had imagine. We will return to more familiar purple 

next year. 

 

Our worship style changes, too. At 10:30 a silent en-

trance invites us into a quieter preparation for worship, 

as we begin each of the four Sundays of Advent with 

two verses of O Come, o come Immanuel. We have a 

plainsong chant to accompany our psalter selection, 

reminding us that the psalms were the hymns of An-

cient Israel, and the hymns of the early church.  

 

The intention of our more quiet opening is not the peni-

tential house-cleaning of Lent, but rather the quiet re-

flective preparation, getting ready in our hearts to re-

ceive the incarnate Word of God, Jesus.  

 

While we hope to provide in our worship a refuge from 

mall-wars and ñcompetitive shoppingò we know that 

there is still excitement and anticipation as Christmas 

draws near. On the Third Sunday of Advent, our deep 

blue color lightens to a rose, and our children lead us in 

the songs theyôve been learning in celebration of Las 

Posadas. 

 

On Christmas Eve, we will use some of the Posadas 

themes to continue the celebration at 4:30 for families 

with small children. Using paper bags, sand, and can-

dles, weôll light up the front porch with luminaria made 

by the children at the beginning of our celebration. 

Crafty parents ð this is your invitation to bring special 

hole punches, elaborate scissors for making cutouts and 

other tools to help light the pilgrim way. 

 

The celebration of Christôs Mass on Christmas Eve will 

begin with carol singing at 10:30pm, and the reading of 

the traditional Roman Martyrology to begin our wor-

ship at 11pm. Christmas Day services will be at 8 and 

10:30am.  

 

 

 

Beth Benten-Burns and Stephan Flores have been 

leading the classes of preK through grade 4 that be-

gins at 10:15 each Sunday morning. Their hope is to 

have parents support their work through rotating in as 

an additional adult in the room (for help with projects 

and crowd control) and to provide snacks to share dur-

ing class. Weôll have sign ups in the parish hall after 

Christmas break to invite more parent participation. 

 

This fall the children have also had the support of Jan-

nifer Hammond and Clark Colahan in teaching music 

and helping to plan their Las Posadas celebration on 

December 11. The parents in the child care group are 

also helping to pull together participation ð a truly 

intergenerational collaboration. Full dress rehearsal is 

after the 10:30 serverice on Sunday, December 4. If 

needed, there will be another rehearsal the following 

Saturday.  

 

 

Dan Warn has been with us this semester as an intern 

working with the mid-high and high school students, 

helping to schedule babysitters, provide mentoring for 

them, and assist the rector with the mid-high/high 

school class. As Dan graduates this month, we hope 

heôll be able to find a job that will keep him in Pullman 

through the spring, and weôll look forward to seeing 

him at Camp Cross in the summer. 

 

The adult forum on Sunday mornings has been reading 

the book No God But God by Reza Aslan. Another 

group meeting on Wednesday nights has been reading 

The Good Book by David Plotz. Both of these discus-

sion groups are open to all who are interested.  

 

 

 

Altar Guild Schedule 

 
Altar Guild            Dec              Jan 
 *Chair                   Linda Adams * (L) Marilyn Harvey* 

         Kari Olsen  Robin Bond        

         Beth Benten-Burns Mary Hubbard        

             Robin Gray (L) 
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Christmas Centerpiece Workshop 

Wednesday, Dec. 14 Å 4 p.m. 

$10 per person 
Please RSVP to 

(208) 882-6560. 

 
We are holding a Christmas Centerpiece Workshop on Wednesday, December 14

th
 at 4:00 pm 

and would like to invite you and your congregation to attend.  This event will be lead by two, 
crafty Good Samaritan family members who have put together their own familyôs centerpieces for 
years.  We are asking for $10 to help cover the cost of the materials needed for each center-
piece.  At the end of the class you are welcome to take your centerpiece home with you and en-
joy this Christmas season.  Please take a couple of minutes and call our main office at 882-6560 
to let us know you will be taking part in this event.  This will help us make sure we have enough 
supplies for all who wish to attend. 

WSU Campus Ministry Mission Trip Destination Announced! 

 
After two transformational mission trips to the Lillian Vallely School on the Fort Hall Reservation, the 

students that attend our "Inspire!" campus ministry have been called to a more urban mission experi-

ence!  We will be serving through Sierra Service Project in Southcentral Los Angeles for our annual 

Spring Break Mission Trip.  Students will have the opportunity to work on building projects for shelters 

and community centers, as well as learn about urban poverty and ministries that serve the homeless in the 

LA area.  Fundraising for this trip is already underway!  Many of you have supported our past mission 

trips and we are grateful for you support!  If you'd like to continue as one of our "stockholders", please 

contact Alissa Bertsch Johnson (United Methodist Campus Pastor) to donate: alissakjohn-

son@gmail.com.  If you'd like to learn more about Sierra Service project, visit: 

www.sierraserviceproject.org. 

 

 

mailto:alissakjohnson@gmail.com
mailto:alissakjohnson@gmail.com
http://www.sierraserviceproject.org

