The people
of St. James are a
community of faith
rooted i
unconditional love,
seeking to express

that love to

one another,
our neighbors and

the world.

Deadline for
Feb. issue
January 15th

T he Tower

St. James Episcopal Church
1410 NE Stadium Way, Pullman, WA 99163
509-332-1742 stjamespulman@frontier.com
www.stjamespullman.org

January 2012
Beloved friends

Just before Christmas we had another visit from a St. James’ alum—Teresa Tillson,
who was here as a student at WSU from 1977-1981, was in town for a job interview (prayers,
please) and wanted to see what we had been up to since she was last a parishioner here. Those
who were here in those days remember Teresa as one of the “exalted persons” who would
regularly show up in attendance at worship. In one memorable visit it was “Queen Elizabeth
I,” who demanded that the bishop, Bishop Wallace on his first episcopal visit to St. James, get
out of “her” chair. (I'm all for re-instituting that practice, by the way. Any exalted persons
want to visit us some day?)

The Queen, er, Teresa, was duly “gobsmacked” by all the architectural changes since
her graduation. We looked at every carving so lovingly crafted by Fr. Armand Larive and his
group of woodworkers and artists; we walked through the sanctuary and sacristy, and looked
over the architect’s model that sits in the nave. And we pored over the photos that tell the
story of how the people of St. James decided it was time to renovate this place, to raise the
Roney® Qo @, DdSo make it happen with creativity and sweat-equity, with all hands on
deck. One of my favorite photos is of a very young Siri Hammond writing her name on the
floor, as did every parishioner before the tile was laid in 1999. Siri , who is in her second year
at St. Olaf’s College in Minnesota, was here with us on Christmas Eve, starting the Christ’s
Mass by singing the opening verse to “Once in Royal David’s City.” This is the season of the
year when we gather old and young, new memories are created, old connections restored.
This is the season of the year, too, when we look ahead to the future. What will be the
memories our children have of this place? Who will come back to see where we were? Will
they, too, be “gobsmacked?” Will St. James be there?

Our resources and expenses are at their limit. In coming years we must make serious
adjustments—either by trimming staff or increasing resources, or both. In the meantime, our
great resource of people continues. You creatively and generously respond to our requests for
financial support; you engage the community in your work and study; you plant and weed
and reap vegetables for the church and the community; you raise funds for ministry by
parking cars and recycling goods; you give generously of your time and your talents to keep
St. James going and to live a life that preaches the good news of God known to us in Jesus
Christ to all you meet.

As we gather this month for our annual meeting, we will be embarking on a process
of defining our vision for the future. Your time and talent are needed on January 22 at 9am to
help us begin. Your time and talent are needed to serve on the vestry that will take us into
uncharted waters. The process is no less demanding of all hands on deck than the process that
envisioned and planned and built a new building-within-a-building over a decade ago. The
vision must be clear so that we may imagine what we are building for the future. We need
you to form that clarity, that we may set out in the faith that has always sustained this place
through disasters and triumphs and has sustained the faith of our ancestors for two thousand
years. May God who in the Incarnation of Jesus Christ has united things earthly and things
heavenly fill you with every heavenly benediction. May the light of God’s
countenance shine in your heart and in your life, now and always. 1
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VESTRY DIGEST

At its meeting on December 13, 2011, the Vestry of St. James’ Episcopal Church

1 Accepted the Treasurer’s report for December

1 Reviewed the first draft of the 2012 budget, making recommendations for cutting
spending, adding income, and authorized the rector to send a letter requesting an in-
crease in pledging to overcome an anticipated shortfall due to recent deaths, shrinking
membership, and increased costs

1 Authorized the Rector to contact the Rev. Susan Clevelely to assist the congregation in
defining its mission and planning for the future

1 Continued conversations about long-range fiscal planning and plans for raising funds
to build up reserves and building maintenance funds to free up more funds for staffing,
enhanced ministry and daily operations of the church

1 Agreed to defer recruiting for Christian Education coordinator until after Easter to re-

duce costs and offset expense of new Child Care provider, as well as to be sure that

income would be available to cover the cost of that position if it is filled

Formed a task force to provide improved signage for the entrance to the church

Invited participation in the Family Promise informational meeting, January 17 at St.

James

1 Authorized the Rector to interview and engage a Child Care provider to work with our
youth baby-sitters in providing child care during worship
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The next meetings will be Tuesday, January 10. Weather permitting we will be at the
home of Margaret Rehberg, who will provide dinner. Dinner at 6; meeting at 7. Carpooling
from rectory available at 5:45.

Family Promised January 170 7pm at St. James

St. James’ will host an informational gathering on Tuesday, January 17, from 7-8:30
pm regarding the Family Promise program. Family Promise, which operates in 41
states through independent, local groups of faith communities who band together to
provide emergency housing for homeless families.

We are exploring whether St. James’ can join this program in concert with other
communities of faith in Pullman and Moscow, to provide space, volunteer, or finan-
cial commitment to step into the breach where social service agencies lack resources
and programming to keep families together while they wait to be qualified for tran-
sitional housing programs. At our meeting in November, we learned that Sojourn-
ers’ Alliance, which provides transitional housing for chronically homeless people
on the Palouse, has been turning away dozens of families each month from its pro-
gram—and many of these are from Pullman and the surrounding parts of Whitman
county. Newly constructed transitional housing units in Pullman were filled almost
as soon as they became available.

Our gathering on January 17 is to hear from other local faith communities, to learn
more about the Family Promise program, and to explore ways in which we and
other communities can become involved in this program.

All are welcome to attend this meeting—and to participate in follow-up discussions
with the Social Justice Outreach Ministries team that meets on the second Sunday of
each month following the 10:30 Eucharist.

2




Annual Meeting at St. James
St. James Episcopal Church will gather for its annual meeting on Sunday, January 22, between the two
services. We gather as a congregation to elect delegates to convention and to our regional meetings; to
elect members of the vestry; to approve our budget, and, very importantly this year, to set our direction
for the coming year. As we face the limitations of our resources—people, time, funds — we need to be
clear about our vision, and our mission in this place. Come and be part of this conversation.

Business to be conducted will include:

1 Adoption of the 2012 budget

1 Election of members for the vestry

f Election of delegates to diocesan convention

1 Election of other parish officers ( clerk of the vestry; altar guild director)

Members of the vestry ensure that there are services of divine worship for this community,
and otherwise are concerned with the business affairs of the church. They meet monthly for 2-
1/2 hours, and have consultations (often by email) between meetings. Part of their regular du-
ties include assisting the pledge treasurers by counting each Sunday’s collection. Members of
the vestry elect two wardens from their membership; the senior warden has the responsibility of
assuming authority in the event of the incapacity of the rector; the junior warden often has the
role of overseeing the buildings and grounds. Vestry members must be at least 18 years of age
and members in good standing of St. James.

Outgoing vestry members whose terms will expire in 2012 are: Fritz Hughes (completing a 3-
year term) Maureen Edgecombe, Todd Butler, and Jan Brandt (completing 2 year terms.) Each
year we elect one person to a three-year term; and three to a 2-year term. Talk with them about
their experience; they’ll be talking to you to see if you might be interested in this work. All ves-
try members are listed in The Tower each month on page 2.

Diocesan Convention will be in Spokane, October 19-21, 2012. Delegates to convention must
be 16 years of age or older by the start of convention. St. James is entitled to send three dele-
gates to represent our congregation. This year’s delegates were Dianne Lowe (no longer eligi-
ble to run) Margaret Rehberg and Sandra Ristow.

Delegates and vestry members are also participating at a regional level to reach out with Epis-
copal churches from Pullman/Moscow to Lewiston, Grangeville and Walla Walla, and inbe-
tween to share resources and information on mission strategy and congregational development.
Regional meetings on April 28 and some time in September will be designed to train vestry
members in the work they do as well as prepare delegates for the business of annual conven-
tions. All members of the congregation are welcome to participate at these regional meetings;
vestry members and delegates should plan on being present.

All members of St. James” who are at least 16 years of age are entitled to voice and vote at the
annual meeting. A parish report will be submitted for your review the week prior to the meet-
ing. All ministries of the church are required to report on their activities annually through the
report, and should have their reports available to the parish office no later than January 10.
Electronic submission is preferred—and may be emailed to stjamespullman@frontier.com.




worship and Formation

Attention all who serve on Sunday mornings: readers, Eu-
charistic ministers, chalicers, acolytes—and all who are
interested in this ministry. On the afternoons of Sunday,
January 15 and January 29 there will be two offerings of
training for these ministries. If you’ve been serving for
awhile, it is always a gift if you show up to share your ex-
periences with those who are new or in need of a refresher.
We will practice reading, and we will have an instructed
Eucharist—where we will stop at each point to talk about
what we are doing and why. This is a good time to catch up
with details that might have changed since our last training.
Please use the sign-up sheet in the parish hall to indicate
which date you plan to attend. You’re welcome to attend
both, but only need to be at one session.

The Christmas celebration that stretches for 12 Days con-
cludes officially on the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6).
The following Sunday, January 8 is called The Baptism of
Our Lord. The church’s liturgical year quickly moves in
fast forward from the infancy narratives of Christmastide to
the revealing of Jesus as God’s son as told in the Gospel
accounts of his baptism. In Mark’s Gospel, the version we
follow throughout Year B, we will hear about the heavens
being “torn apart” to reveal the Holy Spirit descending on
Jesus like a dove. That same verb will be used again at the
end of the Gospel when Jesus dies on the cross, and the
curtain of the temple (adorned with images of the heavens)
that separates the Holy of Holies from the other worship-
pers is itself torn apart. Jesus the Word of God made flesh

is the sign of that ripping apart of all that separates us from
God.

In the season that follows the Epiphany, the Gospel narra-
tive of Mark (with a little help from John) continues the
story of Jesus’ earthly ministry, the sign of God’s inbreak-
ing rule restoring wholeness and life.

Throughout the season following the Epiphany, we will
also begin more serious formation with our mid high and
high school students as we return to the book, My Faith My
Life. While we’ll always have refreshments and a check-in,
we will also be taking time to increase our involvement in
the story of our faith. The rector is the principal instructor
for the group — but co-teachers are more than welcome to
take on a session.

Beth Benten-Burns and Stephan Flores, with assistance
from Jennifer Hammond and Clark Colahan, did a marvel-
ous job of engaging our students from age 4 through grade
4 in the Sunday school. But they need your help now. If
you can commit to assist with a block of time between now
and Trinity Sunday (June 3) would you please let them
know? We need at least two adults per class-room. Beth
and Stephan can share with you some fairly basic prepara-
tion for each session—and you can either sign up to lead
the class or assist with activities.

Snacks are welcome—if you have a child in Sunday
school, would you be willing to provide a nutritious snack
for the class? Something nutritious to compete with the
sugary treats that follow the church service would be most
helpful (fruit, cheese, rice crackers).

Community Child Care Center is excited to re-announce a potential classroom remodel in the downstairs of St.
James! As some of you may remember, CCCC was hoping to remodel a few years ago but funding fell through. We are
now optimistic that we have the financial means for a similar project. We have put together a building committee and will
work closely with the St. James personnel and key Vestry members during this planning process. We have hired a profes-
sional engineer to draw preliminary plans for us. If things go as planned, we are hoping to have a concrete remodel plan
by February, hire a contractor and permit the job during March and April, and complete the remodel work during the sum-
mer of 2012. Of course, we will continue to coordinate through the Rev. Mary Beth Rivetti and the St James’ wardens to
ensure the best interests of both CCCC and St James are well thought-out, and how best to keep congregational members
informed about this project. [Note: Plans for the reconstruction are in the parish office. Remodeling will take place
the summer]
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

A final indulgence before the forty days of Lent -- Shrove Tuesday brings out our festive side, and we cele-
brate at St. James with a Pancake Supper. In recent years, the cadre of acolytes and parents has declined,
though vestry members, staff and other volunteers have been pressed into service. We have an opportu-
nity to make a bigger impact in the community by sharing this special day with our sister church across the
border. St. Mark's raises money with the Pancake Supper to provide resources for those in need.
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What's your preference? Do you want Pancake Supper here at St. James' on Shrove Tuesday, February 2
or should we team up with St. Mark's for a larger event, and the possibility of raising some serious cash for
those in need?

Let us know in the office by January 15. Oh-- and it probably doesn't need to be said that if you're voting
to have the dinner here, you're including yourself in the people committed to come and eat, to help flip
pancakes, collect money, decorate, do dishes.... So, with your vote, please tell us how we can count on
you for this celebration.

Quarterly meeting of Eucharistic Visitor§i January 21

We 6 | | gat her at St . -Manmfd 6usquartarly tmiagecsession for EmchariStic
visitors. This training is for all licensed EVs and also for any who are interested in undertaking this
ministry, which brings the bread and wine from the table to share with those who are shut in. All
licensed ministries in the diocese include the expectation of regular continuing education. We hav
found that this group, including EVs from S
Lewiston, grows deeper in our mutual faith journey each time we gather. We are continuing our
exploration of o6Journeying with the Dying. o

112

WSU Campus Ministry Mission Trip Destination Announced!

After two transformational mission trips to the Lillian Vallely School on the Fort Hall Reservation,
the students that attend our "Inspire!" campus ministry have been called to a more urban mission
experience! We will be serving through Sierra Service Project in Southcentral Los Angeles for our]
annual Spring Break Mission Trip. Students will have the opportunity to work on building pro-
jects for shelters and community centers, as well as learn about urban poverty and ministries that
serve the homeless in the LA area.Fundraising for this trip is already underway! Many of you
have supported our past mission trips and we are grateful for you support! If you'd like to con-
tinue as one of our "stockholders”, please contact Alissa Bertsch Johnson (United Methodist Cam¢
pus Pastor) to donate: alissakjohnson@gmail.com If you'd like to learn more about Sierra Service
project, visit: www.sierraserviceproject.org.
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Mark your calendar for Saturday Jartuary 14 i
when weol l hNighteCelaebnration. a n n u %I
PAs

Whatis I2Ni ght ? |t ds an adults onl

fellowship and talent. ECW graciously offers to reimburse the costfor
need childcare for the evening.

We wi l | begi n the evening at
Please sigp to bring an appetizer to share.
Dinner begins at 6:30pm. This year we will have Roasted Pork Loinwit
glaze, roasted red potatoes, marinated vegetable salad, green salag’ d
cobbler for dessert all for $17/per person.
Will is happy to make a vegan option available, but arrangements musi
advance by either emaifindgwwonhlfeil@yahod.opnalling (38231).
Y

$$$$$%

After dinner enjoy the many talents of our St. James family. If pastiilee
indication, there will be music, monologues, funny readings, sKits,

If you would like to be a part of the talent for the evening, please contz

Hutton who manages this part of the event.

Please contact Claudia Wohlfeil if you have any quespaieetigyill be

available in the parish hall.
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St. James Episcopal Church
1410 NE Stadium Way
Pullman, WA 99163

oWe are no longer strangers and sojourners but fellow citizens
wi th the sarints and members of

Women of St. Jamesd fellowship
Women of St. Jamesd lunch & business meeting
Social Justice Outreach Ministries Team meetingd Canterbury Room
~Jan 15 & 29 2-4pm Training for readers, acolytes, Eucharistic ministers
- January 17 7-8:30pmd Family Promise Informational Meetingd Parish Hall
- Jan. 20 12pm Lunch Bunch (Tambs)
Jan 21 Eucharistic Visitor Trainingd St . Mar k6 s
¢ Jan 22 Annual Meetingd 9am
Feb. 1 11lam Women of St. Jamesd fellowship
5 12pm Women of St. Jamesd lunch & business meeting

Feb. 12 11:30 Social Justice Outreach Ministries Team meetingd Canterbury Room
Feb. 17 12pm Lunch Bunch ( Applebee's)

Shrove Tuesday

Ash Wednesday 1 Holy Eucharist at 7am, noon, 7pm

“ Holy Eucharist 0 every Sunday at 8 and 10:30am
Menb6s BbheakfygsfTuesday at Tambdbs, starting at
Morning Prayerd every Wednesday at 8:30 in the Sanctuary
Conversational Spanish 0 every Wednesday at 9 in the Small Conference Room (Mid-High Room)
Inspired Food, Faith, Fellowship for WSU Studentsd every Wednesday at the Interfaith House 5-7pm
Lectionary Bible Study 0 every Thursday in the Canterbury Room, 7pm




